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Gurgaon: The state anti-cor-
ruption bureau has registe-
red a case against seven per-
sons, including five officials
of discom DHBVN, for alle-
ged corruption in awardinga
tender for outsourcing skil-
led manpower in 2009. .

This wastheyear the Cong-
ress regime led by Bhupinder
Singh Hooda won a second
successive term in the state.
The FIR makes a mention of
allegations that senior Cong-
ress functionary Randeep
Singh Surjewala, who was
then the state power minister,
“misused his official posi-
tion™. It does not name Surje-
walaamong the accused.

The tender was awarded
toacompany, allegedlyinvio-
lation of terms and condi-
tions of the tender. The com-
pany thatreceived the tender
did not have the required 1i-
cence or mandatory experti-
se preseribed under the eligi-
bility criteria for the tender,
according to the ACB. Three
out of the five discom offici-
als named in the FIR have re-
tired from service.

But why an FIR after 15
years? One reason cited is
that the investigation began
only in 2018, and it took seve-
ral years. “The allegation
was that then power mini-
ster Randeep Singh Surje-
wala misused his official po-
sition to help 8andhu Secu-
rity Services contract from

were not eligible as per the
criteria set in the tender” is

DHBVN despitethefact they.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2024

15 years on, corruption case
over Cong-era discom tender

FIR Mentions Allegations About Surjewala ‘Misusing Position’

COMPLAINT FILED IN 2018
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accepted FIR registered period of at least two years
Superintendent engineer againstdiscom Sandhu Services neither
issues work order official at ACB, had a valid licence nor the
s ¥ ~ Gurgaon required experience
howthe FIRmentions Surje- bour commissioner of Hary- Meoreover, the requirement
walain thiscontext. ana before submission of the of DHBVN was 168 personnel
Powerdiscom DakshinHa-  tender The bidder should al-  while the licence submitted
ryana Bijli Vitran Ltd had is- sohavéprovidedservicestoa withthe bid was for 53 person-
suedatenderinJan2009toout-  minimum of 25 skilled tech. nel, that too for NIT Kuruks-
source the jobsof 156assistant  nical personnel for a period hetra. Duringthecourseof the
linemen{ALMs)and12shiftat- of atleasttwo years. investigation, ‘according to
tendants (SAs). Four compani- The inquiry revealed that  ACB, it was found that 15 SAs
es applied for the tender The  Sandhu Security Serviceshad © were made to pay Rs 2,800-Rs
bid of Sandhu Security Servi-  a licence for supplying labour 3,500 as a security deposit by
ceswasacceptedasthelowest.  likecarpenters,mason,beldar, someone from the firm for
The work order was issued to  welder, cook-cum-attendant,  whichno receipt was given,
Sandhu Security Services by etc to National Instihite of After completion of the
Sumer Singh (retired)assupe-  Technology, Kurukshetra. So, inquiry, the office of the di-

rintendent. engineer of the
operation circle of Gurgaon
DHBVN. Members of the ten-
der opening committeewere V
K Aggarwal, thendeputygene-
ral manager (works), Daljit
Singh (retired), who had the
same designation as Aggar-
wal, and Ashok Mehta (reti-
red) accountworks division of
DHBVN. Mehta prepared the
comparative chart as well.
According to the terms
and conditions of the tender,
the bidder should have had a
valid Hicence issued by the Ia-
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itonly had experience in supp-
lying unskilled labour:

On the date of opening the
tender, Sandhu Security Servi-
ces did not have a licence to
supply labour to DHBVN, ac-
cording to ACB. The firm did
not have experience in provi-
ding skilled technical person-
nel for a period of at least two
years. “Therules of terms and
conditions of the tender were
violated,” said the inguiry re-
port, Sumer Singh, VK Aggar-
wal, Daljit Singh and Ashok
Mehta were heldresponsible,

Tector-general, ACB, in Nov
forwarded it to ACB Gurga-
on with a recommendation
forregistration of FIR.

The case was registered
under section 120B (crimi-
nal conspiracy) of IPC and
sections 13(2) and 13(1)D of
the Prevention of Corrup-
tien ActonDec5at ACB Cur-
gaonby DSPBhartendraKu-
mar. Besidesthe discom offi-
cials, it mentions M S Sand-
‘hu Security Services, Ajay
Sandhu and Ishwar Singh,
partners of thefirm.

Four cops suspended for

failing to curb drug sales

Twaes News Nerwanrk

New Delhi: Four policemen
from Nand Nagri police sta-
tion were suspended and sent
to the district line afler they
failed to stop the selling of

and to take decisive dction
against individuals involved
inthese illegaloperations.
According to police sopr-
ces, twoconstablesand twohe-
ad constables demonstrated 2
significant lack of diligence
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